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Mwangaza Action

Founded in 1996

Co-founder of Pan-African Organization for
Sustainable Development (POSDEV), a regional
network of NGOs

Expertise in social mobilization and community
participation

| nter ventionsto promote health and education

Benin, Guinea-Conakry, Mali and Togo
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Project objectives

e Strengthen men’sand women’s
under standing of human rights,

problem solving, hygiene, and women’s
health
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Project objectives

| ncrease the community’ s capacity to
or ganize public meetings and discussions
on women’s health and the dangers of FGC

Promote advocacy for the abandonment of
FGC among decision makers, donors and
NGOsin Burkina Faso
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Burkina Faso

Population: 10,312,609 people*

Per cent female: 51.80%*

Prevalence of excision 15-49 yearsold: 72%

FGC outlawed in 1996

Maternal mortality: 484 per 100,000 live births**
Contraceptive prevalence: 4.8%**

Prevalence of HIV/AIDS 15-49 yearsold: 6.7% ***

Source : *INSD/RGPH96, ** DHS 98/99, *** SP/CNLS 2002
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Project strategies

| ntervention Data Collection Methods

Inter vention and endline

* Approach centered on surveys l?etween
education on human rights Intervention and control
and reproductive health areas

e Single-sex classesand a * Focusgroup discussions
system of mentorship
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Reasons for male involvement

|n Burkina, families are mainly patriarchal

Inferior status of women / little decision
making power on issuesrelated to the family

Disparitieswithin society can lead to violation
of women’srights

Men influence the decision to cut girls
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Centersof decision making regarding FGC
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Men wereinvolved In

Decision making during project implementation
Organization of meetings about the project

| dentification of criteriafor, and the selection of
participantsin the educational program

Salection of educational session leaders

| dentification and implementation of strategies
to resolve reproductive health problems
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| nter vention

US$ 171,610 — Total cost
34 months— Total time
46 classes held of which 23 wer e exclusively for men, over 8 months

4 modules: human rights, women’s health, hygiene and disease
prevention, and problem solving

1674 participantstotal, including 767 men
46 village meetings held totaling about 13,000 participants
7 inter-villages meetingstotaling about 9,000 participants

1 public ceremony of abandonment of FGC with about 5,000
participants
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Selected results

| ncreased knowledge of the problems
associated with FGC in all the villages

A greater increase amongst program

participants versus non-participants

Greater confidenceto talk about FGC

| ncreased ability for all to support the
abandonment of FGC
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Attitudestowards FGC

FGC has harmful effects
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Major result

23 villages (appr ox.
25,000 people) commit
to promoting women’s
rights and abandoning
FGC
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| essons |ear ned

SRR e Support of community
Kok T R “#=, leadersand decision
| il makers

M ale involvement

Spirit of collaboration
and trust developed
between program
partners
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Questionsfor further analysis

e Link between general information and
public discussion?

 Motivation to publicly denouncethe
oractice of FGC?

How can the changein attitude of a
minority becomethe majority attitudein
thevillage?
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Conclusion

 The community-based education program
was a factor of peaceful change

e Social change has begun in all 23 villages.

These communities need support to achieve

the final goal of complete abandonment of
FGC

* Need to further expand coverage
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